
Teacher Grading in Edgenuity
INFO SHEET
Although most objective assessments in Edgenuity (quizzes, tests, exams) are scored automatically, some activities in Edgenuity 

Courseware must be scored by a qualified teacher. The Edgenuity LMS also provides a method for teachers to leave written or 

audio feedback and (as needed) direct students to revise and resubmit their work.

This document provides an overview of teacher grading in Edgenuity.

What types of activities must be scored by teachers?
The following activities are scored by teachers:

 � Projects

 �  Short Writing assignments

 � Essays (ELA and Social Studies courses only)

 � Performance Tasks (Math courses only)

 � Lab Reports (Science courses only)

 � Open-ended assessment items (CTE courses only)

 � Speaking activities (World Language courses only)

Scoring guidance and rubrics are generally provided. Relevant documents can be found in the Course Documents section of 

the Course Structure. (Note that scoring guidance is not provided for Purpose Prep SEL courses—these activities are generally 

personal reflections and should be scored based on effort/completeness.)

How can I tell from previewing a course how much grading there will be?
The easiest way to view the different activity types in a course is from the Course Customization tool. This view allows you to filter a course 

by activity type, which will display counts of each activity type and allow you to easily jump to these activities within the course structure. 
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You can also view activity types from within the Course Structure, using your browser’s built-in “find” function. Simply search the 

structure for keywords like “lab,” “project,” “essay,” “short writing,” etc. based on the course subject/type. From this view, you can 

also view the activities and the scoring guidance.

How will I know if I have items to grade?
The Dashboard will display a yellow-pencil alert to show you that students have submitted work that needs grading. You can easily navigate 

from the alert to the activities you want to grade. Be sure to filter the Dashboard view by Group to see the Classes you want to focus on.

How do the open-ended questions in CTE courses work?
Most CTE courses have open-ended questions in the assessment banks. These questions will need to be scored by a teacher. 

Note that because a student’s assessment score cannot be determined by the system until the open-ended items have been 

scored by a teacher, CTE courses are always enabled with Automatic Progression and one attempt. This cannot be changed in the 

Course Options. However, teachers can choose to reset an assessment and provide an additional retake after they ascertain the 

activity score.

Should I grade students’ notes?
Depending on the course, students have two ways to take notes in Edgenuity. All courses have eNotes available. This digital 

notebook provides a place for students to enter and save notes; if desired, teachers can configure courses to allow students to 

access these notes during quizzes, tests, exams, or some combination of these. Many core courses also include Guided Notes—

downloadable PDFs that scaffold the note-taking process for students as they progress though the lesson. The answer keys to 

Guided Notes can be found in the Course Structure, if Guided Notes are available for that course. 

It is often helpful to review students’ notes before unlocking tests and exams, as a way to ensure they have followed the 

main points of the lessons and stayed engaged. Some teachers choose to award completion credit for taking notes. This can 

be accomplished via the Additional Activity feature. Simply add an Additional Activity to the student’s course and weight it 

appropriately in the Course Options.
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How is the “suggested score” for essays generated?
Edgenuity uses ETS’s eRater algorithm to provide scoring guidance to teachers when they are reviewing student essays. 

This algorithm evaluates development, grammar, usage, and style and has a high degree of correlation with human graders 

(meaning that the score generated by the algorithm is the same as a score generated by humans a high percentage of the 

time). However, it does not take into account the content of the essay. Because of this, the score provided by the eRater 

software is not shown to students. Rather, the essay score displays to students as “pending” until a teacher reviews the essay 

and either accepts or modifies the suggested score. More information about eRater can be found here.

What other activities should teachers review or spot check?
Students will encounter other low-stakes activities in Edgenuity that may require them to enter text. Just as a classroom teacher 

might ask students a question aloud in class, have students write a journal entry about what they’re learning, or include a “think 

about it” question at the end of a homework assignment, Edgenuity lessons include these open-ended processing types of 

questions too. The purpose of these questions is simply to engage students in what they’re learning. 

These activities are either completion-graded or keyword-scored. However, we encourage teachers to spot-check these 

responses to ensure students are entering real answers, just as they might spot check homework or call on a few students in 

class. If you are teaching a 1000-series or 2000-series course, activities may include Journals or Online Content activities, and 

open-ended questions may appear in the Homework/Practice activities. If you are teaching a 3000-series course, these low-

stakes, open-ended responses may occasionally appear as the last question in an Assignment. Let students know in advance 

that you plan to spot check these, so they know that they need to answer them. 

where learning clicks
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